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Master of Science

Master of Science in Business Ethics and Compliance (MBEC) 
•  CIP 520303  •  30 credits

Program Description
The Master of Science in Business Ethics and Compliance (MBEC) 
explores the nature of the relationship between business and 
society and prepares students for careers in regulatory compliance, 
business ethics, stakeholder management, corporate communication, 
corporate responsibility, and related fields. Students are exposed to 
both the theory and the application of ethics in the business arena 
and will practice applying these theories in different contexts to better 
manage relations with regulatory bodies, community groups, and 
external suppliers and partners. 

To tailor the studies to the student’s career aspirations, the program 
offers three specialized degree tracks:
• Compliance: This track provides students with the subject area 

knowledge required to be an effective leader and coach to others 
in compliance. A distinct legal orientation and an emphasis on 
learning about the role of government regulation of business are 
hallmarks of the compliance track. 

• Corporate Social Responsibility: This track prepares students 
to pursue positions engaged in launching, managing, and 
monitoring strategic initiatives involving community engagement 
and stakeholder relations. Students will learn how to engage 
with stakeholders of all types: consumer activists, shareholders, 
community groups, non-governmental organizations, and suppliers.

• Forensic Accounting: This track is designed to prepare students 
to take an active role in the prevention and detection of unethical 
or illegal activities within the firm and/or to coach others on these 
processes. Students who follow the Forensic Accounting track 
should already have some familiarity with performance reporting, 
accounting, and auditing in a firm.

Ideally, students complete the six core courses (MBA 501W, MBA 
530W, MBE 501W, MBE 510W, MBE550 and MBE 560W) at the 
beginning of their program. Once students have completed the 
core courses, they may enroll in one of three required courses in 
their chosen track. All students must successfully complete MBE 
600-Capstone (which runs for eleven weeks) at the end of their 
program. In sessions where a core course that the student has 
already completed is offered, students may take another course 
provided they have met the pre-requisite requirement for the course. 
Yet, in any given session, students must always enroll in a core 
course that they have not completed before enrolling in any other 
course in the program. Below is a curriculum sheet describing the 
course requirement for the completion of the MBEC degree. 

Program chair: Daniel Ibarrondo, J.D., Ed.D.  
• daniel.ibarrondo@cambridgecollege.edu

Program Outcomes
It is our expectation that graduates of the CCG Master of Science in 
Business Ethics and Compliance program will have developed the 
ability to:
• Identify and assess the strategic, operational, and social risks faced 

by corporations.
• Analyze the relevance of current and emerging regulations, laws 

and governance standards and effectively apply these to an 
organization. 

• Appreciate the respective roles and contributions to the firm in the 
functions of compliance, corporate social responsibility, ethics, 
auditing, and managerial reporting and control.

• Clearly present problems and solutions related to ethics and 
corporate governance to management and the Board.

• As a final deliverable, students will have the opportunity to execute 
a “real-world” project with their employer, if approved by the 
program chair, or complete a comprehensive compliance program 
for an assigned industry through a Capstone Examination that 
demonstrates their ability to apply the concepts learned in the 
MBEC program.

Instructional Delivery
The MBEC is an online program. Courses are five weeks in length 
and there are eight sessions each year. The MBEC degree can be 
completed in approximately 16-20 months. The program is designed 
for students to take one course per five-week session, which is 
equivalent to three courses in a traditional 15-week semester. 

Prerequisites
Upon completion of the admission requirements, students are 
conditionally accepted into the MBEC program until the prerequisite 
course GMG 201W Principles of Management is completed. Students 
may transfer in the equivalent of this course in accordance with its 
Transfer of Credit policy. Students may also test out of the required 
prerequisite courses by successfully completing a CLEP examination 
if one is available in the subject area. Other conditions for acceptance 
may be stipulated for applicants in some instances. Students that 
are conditionally admitted into the program will be informed of the 
conditions to be met for full admission status and the deadlines for 
meeting each condition.
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General Prerequisites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits
This prerequisite course may be waived based on undergraduate 
coursework or by work experience if approved by the Program Chair. 
A grade of B (3.0) must be obtained in each prerequisite course.
GMG 201W  Principles of Management

Core Curriculum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 credits 
MBA 501W  Strategic Leadership Management
MBA 530W  Legal & Ethical Dimensions of Strategic Management 
MBE 501W  Regulations & Regulators
MBE 510W  Governance, Ethics & Compliance 
MBE 550W  Conducting Internal Investigations 
MBE 560W  The Culture of Ethics

Concentrations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 credits
Compliance
MBE 515W Enterprise Risk Management
MBE 540W Corporations and Compliance: Case Studies
MBE 565W International Business Ethics & Compliance

Corporate Social Responsibility 
MBE 580W  Strategy, Missions & Governance
MBE 581W  Corporate Stakeholder Relations & Communications
MBE 582W  Measuring & Monitoring ESG Performance

Forensic Accounting 
ACC 501W  Forensic Accounting
ACC 520W  Forensic Data Analysis
MBE 525W  Fraud Examination & Techniques

Risk Management & Insurance 
RMI 530W  Liability and Property Risk Management & Insurance
RMI 540W  Life & Health Insurance
RMI 560W  Insurance Company Operations, Qualification  

 & Underwriting

MBEC Capstone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits 
MBE 600W  Capstone: Ethics and Compliance 

 (this course is eleven weeks in length)
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